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MORE MELODY
THAN HARMONY.

Some Aspects of the Meditated Change
of Front at the Metropolitan

Opera House.

LATINS AND TEUTONS.

Hopes and Fears Aroused by ihe Prospect
of Mr. Henry E. Abbey's
Return to Power.

WAGNER AND THE WAGNERITES.

French and Italian Opera To Be Tried
Together.Musical Progress Mr.

Abbey's Singers.Financial Objections.RivalGerman Schemes.A
i r i

urana nxperimeni.

Science having bad its fling at the Metropolitan
Opera House for seven seasons, art, it seems, is to
have a chance again.
To put it in another way, German opera is to be

laid on the shelf for a time and replaced by cosmopolitanopera, sung in Freuoh and Italian.
With the echoes of "Die Meistersinger" sounding

in our ears it may seem thankless to say that we

rejoice in the change. But we do. At least most of
us do. And with reason.
Not that we have any prejudice against German

opera. We may not share or understand Ihe narrowfaith of the Wagnerites and yet delight in hearingthat master's works occasionally.
But who could prefer the German singers to the

Latins? Who, that had ears, oould choose Beichmanuif he could get de Beszke?
And who that had the interests of art at heart

could be patieut when pedants preached thai with
the deaih of Wagner the lyric drama perished?
Thoy did not preach it plumply, X know. But

mat was tueir meamug. iney taught it indirectly
by exalting Wagner and sneering at the works of
all his rivals. It is not the first time I have said,
what I now say again.that Wagner's champions
harmed the cause of their idol. Their bigotry,
their arrogance, their want of liberality repelled
and wearied us.

A reaction was certain. That it would come

soon was less certain. But it has come. And tho
pedants are disconsolate.
The men who built the Metropolitan Opera

Bouse, as we all know, have never had much liking
for Teutonio opera. They accepted it, not because
they preferred it to the opera of France or Ita y,
but because it was cheaper, and being, perhaps,
not very musical, they did not feel' disposed to

BX>end much money on music.
By lavishing their efforts on the Wagner productionsand scamping the productions of non German

works the powers that be at the Opera House succeededin persuading them that the course they
had adopted was the best and most paying.
Being unable, thanks to the imperfections of the

average German singer.there are grand exceptions,of course.to do justice to what they called
old fashioned opera, they tried to Convince us that
it was not worth nrniiiinini? anil VAnallincr cntnn

performances they gave us, it must be confessed
ibey sometimes seemed to be right. Some operas
indeed were not worth doing.as they did them.
For the sake of tho one Wagner, we lost Weber,

Mozart, Auber, Thomas, Bizet, Gluck and 6ther
masters, while we were forced to put up with
strange perversions of Gounod and sorrowful presentmentsof Rossini and Meyerbeer, which made
us marvel at their fame.
As for the moderns, the Saint-Saenses, the Bo'itos

and Godards, they were simply suppressed or

ignored.
Yet, outside the Metropolitan Opera House, in

the great world beyond the sea, it was these men
and their works who represented the progress and
the hop® of opera and lyric drama.
What operas has Germany evolved for ten years

past of such merit as "Le Roi d'Ys," "Sigurd,"
^ "Proserpine," "Esclarmoncie," "Le Uid," "Henri

VIII." and "SalammboV"
And which of these works have we heard in New

Wp York?
We have not beard so much as one of them.
No. To go back to my point, so far as the MetropolitanOpera House has been concerned th« historyof opera might have closed with the Tetralogy.
Kpur si muove! Yet tho world moved. Music,

which owed so much to Richard Wagner, did not
die with him. Young composers were struggling
to obtain a hearing. New works were being
written and applauded by thousands. Men were

adapting the lessons of Bayreuth to the genius of
their various racss. The veteran Verdi had comnrtenf?Viia rrrunrl "

When we bin ted at these things the Metropolitan
Opera people at first replied by doubling the numberof Wagnerian performances and publishing
columns of statistics.
Perceiving at last that we longed for something

now, they dug up a one act opera comique, "The
Barber of Bagdad" (which provod delightful, I
own), and promised "Le Koi d'Ys" and "Le Cid".
but did not give them.
The reaction grew stronger and we had

"Asrael".a work of some merit.and "The Vassal
of Sssigeth".a much more striking effort.
And finally, instead of "Le Cid" or "Le Koi d'Ys,"

we had the notable production of "Diana."
It was, 1 hear, the failure of the ducal effusion

that settled the fate of Gsrman operator the present.The directors felt tha', though the Frenoh
and Italians might have faults, their feeblest efforts
could not be so bad as this "Diana." They had
bored themselves with patience. They had listened
and endured. But they objected to being made
ridiculous.
Negotiations had for two months been going on

with Mr. Abbey, who had proposed that they
should give him one more trial. A few days after
the failure of the Duke's "Diana" the directors
held a mooting and decided they had had enough
nf Ofti'mnn nnora. So Mr. AbhftV is to hav« unothor

innings. Ue is to restore us our old favorites, to
give »is new singers and, we may hope, to introduce
to us soino of tho works which have within the
past few years been born in Europe.
Tho performances nest season (for the contraot

with Mr. Abbey is made only for ono season) will
be in French and Italian.
Wagner will not, as some supposed, be banished

from tho programmes, but ho will be ouly one of
(many other composers who are to be given a hearing.The "Niobelungenring" will be dropped for a

time, but we are promisod "Die Meistorsinger,"
"Lohengrin," and we may have "Xannhiiuser."

I hear much talk, too, of a great rovival of
Gluck's "Orfeo," with Julia and Sophie Kavogli in
the parts of Orpheus and Eurydice.
"Le Cid," one of Massenet's most successful

operas, with perhaps the same composer's "Esciarrnonde,"Reyer's "SalammbG," Lalo's "Roi d'Ys"
and Muscagui's "Oavalleria Kusticana" are among
the novelties which, if Mr. Abbey's campaign prospers,may bo performed.
Besides tUo two Kavoglis, who made a great hit

in London lately, we shall hear Jean do Reszke, one

of the sweetest of lyric tenors; Edouard de Reszke,
an admirable basso; Marie Van Zandt, the charmingAmerican soprano, and probably Mme. Melba,
tho young Australian singer who has won such
golden opinions in Brussels, London and Paris.
Mr. Abbey's eontralti may include Mme. Richard,

of the Paris Opera House: Mme. Eabbri (whose fine
voi-w and dramatic acting we have not forgotten).
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with possibly Mme. Stahl, of the Vienna Opera
House, or Mine. Kcalclii and a Russian singer of
whom great things may be expected.
Mme. Tavary and the two de Reszkes will appear

together in "Die Meistersinger." Miss Van Zandt
will Ail the chief soprano parts in "Mignon,"
"Jjakme" and the lighter ripertoirt. These aro so

far the only engagements we have heard of, but
Mr. Abbey seems bent on making his troupo
thoroughly efficient.
Warnod by experience, he is resolved to avoid

the fatal errors of the "star" system and to begin
his campaign with such a force behind him as will
assure us not only exoellent interpretations of
the chief parts in each opera, but also adequate
ensembles.
The chorus, which will sing Italian both at the

French and Italian performances, will be brought
over from Europe. The band, which I understandwill be recruited with special oare.
that is a sine qud non of buccoss here.
will be led by Signor Mancinelli, who has done
wonders for the Covent Garden orohestra. His
assistant may be 8ignor Sapio or Signor Mascheroni.
For his scenery and most of liis costumes the

future manager will depend largely on the existing
resources of the Metropolitan Opera House.

All this sounds well, and if Mr. Abbey sticks to
his programme the artistic success of his venture
is not doubtful. The financial results concern
himself and the Metropolitan stockholders, who
will be called upon to furnish as much money, no

doubt, for the new scheme as for the German venture.
Unhappily it will not be possible to avoid raising

the prices of at least the stalls, as the expense of
engaging French and Italian singers is considerable.Mr. Abbey knew this, however, when he submittedhis offer, and, knowing it, still hopes to
make his venture profitable.
The future is with the gods. His hopes may be

fallacious.
.

Meanwhile we can look forward to one season at
least of opera which will not bore and which will
really Interest us.

The indignation of the Wagnerites at the proposedoperatic chauges may be natural, but it is
unreasonable.
For just seven years, their time of plenty, they

umo uau kuiuxx iueir own way. moy nave Deen

able to attend such performauces of their favorite
as they could hardly have enjoyed in any German
theatre. They have left the poor Italian, the poor
Frenchman, the poor Irishman and a good many
poor Americans completely in the cold.

All this at the expense of a few wealthy stockholders,who neither loved nor worshipped their
divinity.
And now, because these stockholders consult

their own taste and resolve to have some pleasure
for their money, "they rage, they burn," they forgetall the amusement that has been provided for
them and they foretell disaster to the coming manIagement.
They are at their old game again.printing statisticsand groaning over tne greed of Latin "stars."

According to one prophet Mr. Abbey will lose
$350,000.not one dollar more or less.In his first
season. According to another, Italian opera has
erased to interest even the misguided Italians who
once fancied that Verdi and Rossini had genius.
We are to "descend to tho level of London" becauseMr. Stanton and Herr Seidl will not rule tho

roast next year at tha Metropolitan. And oven iu
London Italian opera, it apiiears, would have been
a failure last season but for Gluck's "Orfao" and
the performances of Wagner's operas.

I will not defend the poor Italians from the
charge of indifference to their own muBic.
With regard to the moral wliioh the Wagnerian

writer draws from the example of London, however,I may remark that it ia to "Orfeo" and the
tvfo operas of Wagner, "Die Meistersinger" and
"Lohengrin," which have drawn best at Covent
Garden, Mr; Abbey will look largely for the successof his venture.
The singers who made them popular In London

will sing them here, and although I have not
heard the de Reszkes and the Ravoglis in any of
the throe works I mention, I will sro out of my
way to predict that they tfill charm even our Wagnerites.
Jean and Edouard de Beazke and most Latin

singers sing true, whatever else they do. They
have grown up in a school whioh holds false notes
as odious as bad grammar. We do not sneeze at
"dramatic expression," though we have had so

much of it lately in "Bheingold" ana "Dio Walkiire."But we rank sweet singing, graceful
phrasing and good voices still higher.
As for the ilnancial aspects of the problem, they

concern us far less than the point of art.
If it turns out that opera in Frenoh and Italiad

costs more than Mr. Abbey and his backers can

afford it will be sad, no doubt. But the fact will
not affect the main issue.
Wagner would not thank his disoiples if he could

hear the arguments they hurl at their opponents:
They smack too much of Mr. Grundy's Dodson
TMmV whn aoi/1 + *»»»

.tiiV mm* vuMb iUAUHKIliD WCIU I-UOCOHIUUllgbl'ti.
After all, "'Tisnot in mortals to command sucess."They can at most deserve it.

Were it practicable to organize an opera house
so perfectly that we could have French, German,
English and Italian works alternately we should
have reached our ideal.

If the 300,000 Germans in New York can start and
maintain an opera house of their own so much the
better.

It has yet to be proved, however, that there is
room in New York for two great operas, and, I may
add, it will not be known till this day twelvemonth
if, independently of our 300,000 Gorman citizens, wo
count a public large or wealthy or cultured enough
to support an opera house.

I should not, and you might not, care to make
Mr. Abbey's experiment, but, none the less, it is
worth making.
And should it fail
Well, we oan still fall back on Wagner and

Duke Ernest.

FLASHED FROM THE FOOTLIGHTS.
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HEARD AT THE THEATRES.
"Babes in the Wood" will remain at Niblo's another

fortnight.
"The County Fair" will next season be Been at tho

Park Theatre, Boston, Wliete it is to remain eight
months.
Miss Yokes intends presenting "Tho Silver Shield" at

the Madison Squaro Tl-oatre throughout her engagement
there, which is to last another fortnight.

It has been decided to take off "Joshua Whitcomb" at
the Acad'-my of Music this week and to revive a week
from to-morrow night "The Old Homestead."
"The High Roller." which Is to go out in tho fall, will

be the work of Mr. Clay Greene, Mr. Ous Thomas, Jlr.
Max Freeman and notably Mr. John McNally.
"A Tin Soldior" will rattle out Its fund of jokes and

specialties at the Third Avenue Theatre to-morrow night.
Mr. Arthur Dunn heads the company as "Rats,"
"Mr. Barnes of New York" will pay his respects to

east kiders this week at tho People's Thoatre. Mr. Neill,
Miss Rigl and Miss G«rmon will be seen in the production.
The Watson Comedy Company will furnish the entertanlmontat Doris' Harlem museum this week. At tho

Eighth avenue museum, Bryant and Benedict's Comiqueswill give the stage entertainment.
A man known as the "Human Anvil" will be one of

the cmrios at Worth's Museum this week. A giant and
Mi«« linrr ..Ir.ou ..ill . I, ii-l .<

There wiil be a change of bill oil tho stage.
Manager Huber Rays that he will have a hand of Sioux

Indiaus from the Pine Ridge Agency on exhibition at the
J'alace Museum thU woek. The baud contains niue
warriors and squaws, headed by Big Hear and Running
Deer.
The International Vaudeville Company has rlo3ed its

season. The company played at nope but first class
houses during its tour, but it did not draw. The membersof the company havo been placod in othor organizations.
Arrangements havo been made by Manager Daniel

Frohman for the appearance of Mr. and Mrs. Kendal on
their return engagement earlv in April at Palmer's Theatre.Mr. and Mrs. Kondal were booked to appear at tho
Fifth Avenue.
Arrangements havo been made for the production of

"The Merchant," Mrs. Martha Morton's play, at the MadisonSquare Theatre for the summer season, beginning
about May 4. Tho play is to have a strong cast aud speciallyprepared scenery.
"A Texas Stoor" will conclude its long stay at tho

Bijou Theatre this week. From hore the play will go
to the new California Theatre in San Francixeo. In the
fall .Mr. Uoyt will put the play or. at the Union Square
Theatre for an extended run.

Mine. Minnie Hauk sails for Now York on Wednesday,
and will most probably make her dibut at the MetropolitanOpera House as "MIgiion'' tho first week of February.She Is now singing "Mignoil" and "Carmen" at
Stuttgart, Leipzig and Hamburg.
Mr. Wilton Lackaye has been engaged by Mr. Augustus

IMtou to play the leading male part in his play, "The
l'owerof tho I'ress," which will bo given a production at
the Star Theatre on March 16. Miss Minuie Seligman is
to be the leading lady of the company.
A play ontitlod "Noah's Ark" will receive its first

presentation on February 10, at Niblo's. One of the principalBcenes in the play shows the interior of a pawn-
broker's shop on Chrystie streot. The shon is known as
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"The Ark,*' and its proprietor has been nickr.imed
Koab. The play will have a uumber of specialty features.
Work has already been started on the scenery for Mr.

Augustus Pitou's new play, "The Power of the I'resH.^
which was to bo produced at the Star Theatre on March
1<>. The scenes are being painted from photographstaken of different locations in this city.
Mr. Kob«rt .Man toll will beprin a wook's engagement at

the Harlem Opera House to-morrow night. "Monbars"
will be given to-morrow. Tuesday and Wwdnesdav. and
the attraction for t!m rom.iin.W r.f th«. v-ili ».« 'Hw.
Corsican Brothers" in spectacular form.
The Beof Steak (Mob. which is composed of well known

politicians, will witness the porfor innoe of "KeHly and
the 400" At Harrigun's Theatre onTno'diy night. «»n
Saturday a lame delegation from tho Twenty-third regimentof Brooklyn will be present at the play.
"Later On," with its hodgepodge of songs, dances and

specialties, will remain another week at tho Standard
Theatre. Manager Hill says that he intends continuing
the run of '*Ship Ahoy" as soon as "Later On" concludes
its engagement, which will probably be next week.
A benefit is to be given the employes of tho Fifth Ave

nue Theatre, who were thrown out of work by tho burningof the house, at tho standard Theatre on Sunday
evening, February 1. Mr. Ilill has given tho use of the
houso for the benefit and Mr. Miner has sent $100 for a
box.
Mr. Willard has been re-engaged by Mr. Palmer for

next season, when ho will make a short tour of the principalcities and play a long engagement at Palmer s
Theatre. Bofore the close of his present engagementMr. Willard is to be seen In one or two more plays new
to this country.

It is said that Mossrs. Jefferson and Florence have alreadyarranged to continue their joint starring tour next
season, and that they will open their season at tho GardenTheatre prior to Miss Russell's season at this house.
The comedians intend adding ena or two comedies to
their repertory.
The 11 qw melodrama, "A Mile a Minute," in which Miss

Minnie Palmer is to be starred, will receive its first presentation"^Miner's Newark Theatre a week from tomorrownight. Tho story of tho play deals with the adventuresof a young actress and the scenes are laid in
and aronnd London.
The specialty programme at Koster & Rial's this

week will include the names ot Heinrich Tholow, Miss
Mihnio Olinriinwham n\fflor mill Tlinriitnn un.l

Steele and a Japanese troupe of acrobats. The anniversaryof Carineucitu's appearance at this house will bo
celebrated on the 30th inst.
The second chamber music concort will be Riven by

Sam Franko in Kteinway Hall on Monday ovening, January29. His quartet will have the assistance of Miss
Madeline Homer, mezzo-soprano. A qua-tet and nieloilv
by Schumann. songs by Schubert and a quintet by
Mendelssohn constitute the programme.
Professor Herrmann lias in preparation several new

illusions, the principal one being called "lza." To.morrownight the Professor is to make known "The Slave
Girl's Dream," in which several novel tricks will be per
formod. A sketch entitled "Twenty Minutes with the
Spirits" is in preparation for early production.
"The Inspector" will be presented at the Grand Opera

House to-morrow night. Mr. Fraror Coulter will be the
Inspector, and the company will include Mr. Daniel Jarrett,Mr. Byron Douglas and Miss Lida McMillan. The
specialty features in the play will be furnished by Callabnnand Gallagher, the "Whistling Coou1' and David
WarHeld.
"The Senator" will bring its stay at the Star Theatre

to an ond on the 31st inst., when Mr. Crane will make a
farewell speech to an audience which will ba largely
made up of politicians. On February 2 Mr. Sanger will
pfoscnt "Mr. Potter of Texas," which play was ready for
production long before "Mr. Barnes of New York" was
conceived.
Manager Charles Frohman is endeavoring to prolong

the stay of ''Men and Women" at Proctor's Twenty-third
Street until March. If he succeeds the play will be
given a run at the house of over 150 performances. Mr.
I1 ronman's company, which is to occupy Herrmann's
Theatre next month, will begin its engagement In "All
the Comforts of Home."
Mr. Lawrence Barrott will present "Francesca da

Rimini" at the Broadway Theatre to-morrow nicht. The
play will be given with all the scenery, costunios and accessorieswhich marked its production at the Star Theatre
several seasons ago. Mr. Barrett will, of course, be the
Lanciotto. Mr. Hanley, Mr. Vroom, Mr. Rogers, >lr. Lone
and Miss Gale will be in the cast.
Mr. I'astor will again present a long and varied bill at

his theatre this week. The urogramme will contain the
names of Miss Maggie Cline. Edwin I'rench. the banjoist;
Miss Lottie Uilson, M. Leoneo and Mile. Lolla, Roue and
Martin Julian, liasco and Roberts. Cecil Lane and Mile.
Verona, Musical Dale. Kansochi, "Pat" Murphy and
Profossor Abt. Mr. Pastor will also be on tbe bill.
"The Fairies' Woll," ono of tho many romantic Irish

dramas which have b^on louring the country, will be
prosonted at the Windsor Theatre to-morrow night. A
scene in which there is a cataract of real water will he
one of the foatnros: The company includes Mr. Carroll
Johnson, the ex-minstrel; Mr. John J. Ward, Mr. Daniel
Kelly and Mits Ida Ward. "A Midnight Bell" will follow.
The 100th performance of "The Last Word" was given

at Daly's Theatre last night. Tho play will be given for
tbe last time to-morrow night, and on Tuesday a now
version by Mr. Daly of Sheridan's comedy, "The School
for Scaudal," will be presented. Miss Itehan will play
Lady Teazle for the lirst lime, and Mr. Drew will be tho
Charles Surface. Mrs. (jilDert 'rill appear as Mrs.
Candour.
One of the feats performed by the troupe of Japanese

jugglers now at the^Hdon Mus6j Is callod "The Slide fur
Life" and is very thrilling. A ropo is attached to tho
balcony and fastened to tho stage. Ono of the troupe
balances himself on this rope at the balcony and sud
denly glides down to the stage. There is no net under
him, and wera he to fall he would certainly receive se-
vbiu injuries.
The "Five A'»" will give an entertainment at the BroadwayTheatre to-night. Among those who aro to appear

are Professor Herrmann, Mr. William Pritett, the baritone;Little Tuesday, Mr. William Collier and Miss JennieYoaraans in a musical interlude; Harry Kernell,
Frank David, Arthur Ricketts, E. J. Horon, William
Jerome, Miss Lottie Gilson, Mr. Edwin French, Mr. Tim
Murphy and Mr. J. B. Kadcliffe.
A farco comedy called "'The U. S. Mail" will receive its

first performance in the metropolis to-morrow night at
the Columbus Theatre. The farce is said to be a satire
on the postal service. It has boon seen in the West and
its coinnany Includes MiS» Georgia Parkor, Mr. Frank
David. Mr. William Jeromo, Miss Maggia Fielding and
Mr. Arthur Rickottb. Like most farce-comedos it is
said to befulLpf specialty features.
"Beau Brumniel''will receive its £5oth performance

during Mr. Mansfield'spresetit engagement at tbe Garden
Theatre. Mr. Mansfield hopes next season to occupy
either a theatre already built or a new theatre which he
can call his own. The plays which ho contemplates producingare "The Man Without the Shadow," which is the
work of Mr. John Elliott:- Miss Merringtou and Miss
Purdy's "Charles II." and "Don Juan."
Nearly all the arrangements for the benefit which is to

bo given the widow of the ex-mlnstrel "Charley" White,
who died a few weeks ago, have been completed. The
benefit is to take place at Harrigan'n Theatre on Thursdayafternoon. Mr. Harrigan will open the performance
with the third scene of the second act of "Reilly and the
400," in which the prite dance takes place. Among those
who will take part are Harry Kernell. Miss Maggie Cllne,
John and James Hnsselt, Edwin French and Musical
l)ale. Mr. Tony Pastor has sent $100 for a box.
Miss Lydia Thompson will make her reappearance tomorrownight in a new farce-comedy entitled "The

Hauler" at the Park Theatre, where it is to remain for a
week. The farce has bean presented on the road, and is
said to contain some bright music. A week from tomorrownight "A Straight Tip" will be produced at this
house by Messrs. Kiel and Harris, the Boston manager*.
The star of the farce is Mr. James T. Powers, and he will
havo the assistance of Messrs. Peter F. Daly. Richard
Gorman and F. T. Ward and Miss Delia Stacey and Miss
Em in a Ilarley.
The date of the benefit which is to be given Misa Annie

Russell at Palmer's Theatre has been fixed for February
10. The bill, which has already been arranged, will in
elude a now one act play by Mr. Palmer s Madison
nquftio tneatre oompany, a new one act play in which
all the members of the Lyceum Theatre company will
appear, a new one act play by Mr. Henry Arthur Jones,
in which Mr. Charles Frohman's company will be seon.
anil Mr. Edward Harrigan arid his company in au act of
"Reilly and too 400." Miss Lillian Russell and Mrs. W.
J. Le Moyna will also appear.
Among the ladies who were to have sold flowers in the

lobby of the U»rdeu Theatre on Thursday afternoon at
the benefit of the Actors' Fund was Miss Sadie Martinot.She was prevented, however, from being present.
During the afternoon a messenger brought a letter to
the theatre addressed to Miss Martinot. and as she was
not present it was sent to hor house. When the letter
waB opened it was found to contain $50. The writer,
who signed no name, said"l'lea^o send u, few flowers
for sweet charity's sake by boarer." Miss Mai'tinot has
turned the money over to the Actors' Fund.
A series of three subscription matinCes will bo given

at the Garden Theatro on the 22d inst., February 1!) and
March la for the benett of the New 1 or k S It in and Can cor
Hospital. The entertainments will bo given under tho
auspices of tho Ladies'Auxiliary Board of the hospital.
At the first matinee "The Montjy tipiniror," l'inero's three
act comedy, will be given. On February 10 tho pro
gramme will be made up of three little pieces, "Tho
electric Spark," "Jean Marie" and "My Lord in Livery."
At tho final matinfce "The Two Hoses" will be prosonted.
Among those who will take part aro tho Misses Alice and
Kita Lawrence, Miss Juliana Cutting, Mr. Edward Falos
Coward, Mr. Kobert Lee Morrell. Mr. Walter Catting, Mr.
Palmer Cooledge and Mr. Robert L. Cutting, Jr.

NOTES OF MUSIC.
The third act of "Parsifal" will be the subject of Mr,

Walter Damrosch's lecturo rocital in the Berkoley
Lyceum to-morrow afternoon.
Slgnor.Tagliapietra will be tendered a benefit concert

in Stoinway Hall to-morrow evening, at which Signor
Campanint, Miss Ida Kioin, Miss Rosa Suide, Mr. Christiantritsch, Mr. S. B. Mills and Mr. ><ahan Frank will
assist.
Rudolph Aronson will present tho Casino audience

with souvenirs of the one hundredth performance of
"Boor Jonathan" to-morrow oveniiy;. They are tortoiso
shell music boxes, performing operatic selections ami
several of Lillian Russell's songs/ Upon one side of llio
box is a cartoon of Jonathan in colors and the printed
cast.
The r<!ptrloire at Ambere's Theatre during the comingweek will consist of "Poor Jonathan" on Monday mid

Tuesday. "Dieso Maonner" will be given on Wednesday,
when Miss Eneenle Schiuitz will tnko her beuetit. it be
ing the twenty-fifth anniversary of herd£but as an artist
in New York. The Munchenera will reappear after their
tour through the West in "Der Frozasshause," and on
Friday, by special request, "The Crucifix Carver of
Amtnergau."
At the'first of the third farewell Chopin recitals, to be

given in Chickoring Hall by .Mr. i'achuianri on Thursday
afternoon next, the following works will bo played by
him for the first time in this city:.Valso, opus (.4, .\o. 3;
J>oloiuiise-l''untasio, opus 61; Etude. opus 25, No. 1; Polonaise,opus 40, No. 1; Nocturne, opus 48. No. 1; Etude,
opus lili, No. 12; Muzourka, opus 30, No. 3; Valso, opus
34, No. 2; Va;se (ceuvre posthume), opus 70, No. 1; three
preludes, opus 28, Nos. 19, 16 and 8; Mazourka, onus uy,
No. 3.
At the fourth concort of the Symphony Socloty, to be

fivon in the Metropolitan Opera House on Saturday,
anuary 3l, Brahms, Berlioz and Wagner will bo repreBontedupon the programme. Brahms furnishing tile
Symphony No. 1 (C minor), Uerlioz his "Benveouto ( ellini"overtnrp and a song, "On tho Lugunes," to be sung
by t'rau Kitter-tioetze. and heard I'.ere for tho first time,aiid Wagner the "Kide of the Valkyries," the "Wnltranto"scouo from "Die Uottordammerung," which lias
never been given here with the opera, and will bo beard
for the first time at this concert.

Mr. Thomas' programme for this orening's popular
concert in tne Lenox Lyeonm Includes a march by nchubert.MeiidoUeon's overture to a "Oalm Sea and l'rnaparousVoyage," tho largbetto from Bootiiovuu'sSecond Symphony, Slegmuud's "Love Sung"
from "Die Walkure," to be sung by Signor
Cnmpnnini, and the » aldweben from "Si. gfriod;" selectionsfrom Von Weber's "tiurianthe," iuolnding "Unter
bluheiiden Mandelbaumeo," al3o to be sung by Signor
Campanini; Wiuniawski's "llomanze and Kinaio." played
bv Mr. Kr»n» Wilcieck; Gounod's "Kunerai March of a
Koyal Marionet" and S&lnt-Saens' "Henry VIIX," ballet
divertissement.
A programme r.t Italian music will he offered at the

third W'eiske orchestral concert, to be given in the BrooklynAcademy of Music on Monday evening, January iStt.
The assistiu's soloists will bo Mrs. Anna Moono.v Burcn.
soprano; Miss Helen Dudley Campbell, contralto; Mr.
Max Bendix. violinist; Signor Caiupanini, tenor; Signor
Dei i'uento, baritone, and the composer, Signor Eniiiio
hizzi. wiio will couduct three numbers from
his prize opera, "Henry Katcliff," which *vas
originally produced at Bologna in 1887 aud given
for the first time in America at this concort. Canifianiniwill sing "spirlto Geutil;" Signor Del Puente, the
aria from Ballo in Maschera, "Erl tu;" Mrs. Moonoyl
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Bnrch the "Ave Marin" from 4*OtolJo," and Mi*a Cam
be 1 tie "La aria from 'N'riocondH.*' Selectioi
i/oni a nnmber of fav« rito operas will bo hourd, tho co;
cort c.using witU the Lucia'' sextet.

HERR XAVER SCHARWENKA

GUKAT FXPEC ATIOS'S BASED UPON' HIS APPEAI

ANCE NI XT SATURDAY.HIS OPERA "MATAi
WIKTHA."
Herr Scharwenka, court pianist to the Empero

of Germany, will make bis first public appearanc
in America on tlio evening of the 24th. Portions c

ins recently completed opera, "Mataswintha, wi
bo heard for the first time. The chorus of the Gei
man Opera has been placed at his disposal, an

Fi*au Meilke and Herr Gudehus have volunteered t
appear in the fragmentary representation.
This is the s'dry i>f the opera:.The date of th

eventR treated in the opera is about the year A. E
COO, during the invasion of the Goths 'in Italy
Under Theodahad, the successor of Theodericb
the kingdom of the- Goths was threatened wit
dissolution. Driving their ruler from his tliron
they called Witichis, son of Waltari, to be King, t
lead them against the army of Belisarius, whos
army was threatening thorn, and they take solem:

XAVEB fcCHARWENKA.

oatli to devote their lives and possessions to th
one great object of maintaining the independenc
and glory of their realm.
Herr Scharwenka's full programme for Satm

day's concert includes Beethoven's "Leonore'
overture No. 3, two selections; Hyment'e an
L, invocation, rrom Massenet s suite "i'.sclai
monde;" two piano solos by Liszt, and Wanner'
"Huldlgungs" march. From his own works ho ha
seleoted hia piano concerto ^op. 32) and two scene
from "Alataswintha."
Herr Scharwenka has starred in every capital ii

Europe and given in Berlin a'one over two hnn
dred concerts. He is very much please! with ttai
warm personal reoeption given him here, and ha
decided to stay in America several mouths.

THE LYCEUM > FAliOE-COMEDY.

"nerves" and the story it will unfol:

to-morrow night.
A new departure will, be made at the Lyceui

Theatre to-morrow night, when a play of the farc<
comedy order, entitled "Nerves," will be presentee
'Iheplay is adapted from the French by Mr. <]
Oomyns Carr, and ran all last year in London.
Tne farce satirizes the apathetic condition youn

and happy, wives sometimes find themselves i;
when they are blessed with too much happiness
me plot Mnges upon tne spiteful endeavor or
young woman who wishes to break the paralyzin
quietness of her life by arousing jealousy unde
the waistcoat of her lord and master.
She sends a letter supposed to be for the pur

pose of an engagement to a young man whos
name she accidentally hears mentioned in her draw
ing room. This young man turns out to be a con
fectioner. Of course there ih quite a time by th
remainder of the characters in trying to smoot]
matters. The farce is in three acts, one of whicl
will show a confectioner's shop on Hepent streel
which Mr. Frohman says will be exactly reprc
duced.
Mr. Kelcey will play the part of Captain Armitage

a victim of nerves, and Miss Cay van will be
fashionable milliner. Mr. Le Moyne will bo
French confectioner.
"Nerves" will tre preceded by Mr. Chambers

little-o.ne act play "The Open uate,'' which wa
given a short time ago at the Actors' Fund beneli
at tho Broadway Theatre.

CHAT IN THE OHOIK LOFT.
And so Miss Abbott.honest Emma.left $£5,000

to churches where she enjoyed the music. Pei
haps it would have been more to the point to hav
left that sum for certain churches whsre she dii
not enjoy the music. But the will maker havin,
had some experience in choirs herself probabl:
know that the mere fact of leaving a legacy to
church would have but little influence over a chol
whose music bad been bad, and that as a rewar<
nt merit. ti\r rtnnA slnnria In (V,. it _
. .. e4"'1* ,*vvu" *" l'"0" *v nv,luw ioal
more benefit than as an incentive to better thing
in the future.
This is the first instance I know of money beinj

left for such a purpose t>V an American. It has beel
a common enough practioe, and in England pious oh
ladies and gentlemen with more money than the;
knew how to spend have occasionally left a srnal
part of their worldly goods to a favorite cnoir or
noted organist, but it has been reserved for ai
American ex-ciioir singer to set the fashion on thi:
side of the water, arid I fear that we must wait fo:
still a second death among tne ranks of former o:

present choristers for another instance.
And more's the pity.
I<'or what nobler object can there be than t(

enable some poor, struggling church to enjoy i
foretaste of the harmonies that aro beine heard bj
the donor, or what better gift to a rich churct
than to recognize the good taste of the choii
director and enable him to continue the good wori
already begun.

I was talkiug with one of our most prominent
orchestral conductors the other evening about th<
future of our church music and discussing wltt
him the seemingly best methods of increasing th<
already growing interest in the subject, and this
was the project lie proposed:.

'Form an orchestra, a fully equipped band ol
skilled players.there are plenty of musicians tc
bo had hero on Sundays; Keep them together lonp
enough to become in perfect svnipatny with one
another and with the vocal choir; produce in your
church only best works, the grandest masses and
the most beautiful of anthems; shun everythiuf
trivial, bar everything secular and open the ereat
mines of hidden treasures of ecclesiastical music
that are unknown to American churchgoers simplj
because the average choir is incapable of interpret
ing them.

"Yes, and one miyht add that as it is neithei
necessary nor expedient to have instrumental per
formers in evory choir, make the most of youi
matt-rial and give your listener# only the best
They may noti enjoy Palostrina as much as Voi
Weber or Mozart. They may prefor the simple:
harmonies of Baiuk to tho'more florid music 01
Donizetti and Kossini, but of its kind always pre'
sent the best.

"If it is the best and if the music has been care
fully ohosen for the requirements of the choli
and been properly rehearsed there cau be butllttli
fear of any but the kindest criticism and bios
heartfelt (if unexpressed) thanks of the wor
shippers."

SHE GOT A SEAT.

A SOUTHERN GIRL PRACTICALI/I ILLUSTRATE!
HKR NOTION OF ST I: ATEGt.

It was about eleven o'clock, on the elevated roadandelsewhere.
At Twenty-third street two pretty young women ii

gcod clothes came til oird.
The morning rush was past, but still the car wa

full of comfortable business men studiously devote*
to their newspai>er8.
Not a seat was vacant, and not one was offered

One of the young women hitched herself onto a straj
with an air of familiarity with the process; the othe
looked on and at the meu with an expression of in
toilectual curiosity, not unmixed with sum.

"You'll see Wall street running right up agalns
old Trinity," said she of the strap, as if continuing t

previous conversation, "then I want to take yot
tnrougn one 01 tne Dig office buildings but we'll havi
to wait till papa "

"Will we have to stand all the way down thoah?'
oskd her friend and evident gi'.est lrrele a.itly, in soft
clear tones, and unnitgtikable Southern a c?nts.

"No, not all the way,*" replied the New York ?lrl
and tlien chaperoning her sex instead of her section
she added sotto voce, "some of these brutes will ht:v<
to g-'t out before Hector sti-eet.they'll have to giv<
us a seat whether they want to or not."

"No, I don't think they will," said the Southernei
in the same soft, audible tone, and casting a medi
tative look about her, "I think by their looks they'l
stay aboard and lore money to keep us out of one."
A gt'ntleman sitting on one of the cross 8-nts wltl

his ba<'l( to., them, liow rose with an amuseU expres
sion', siying:.

"No, no, we're not so bad as that," and surrenderee
his seat, whereupon Ills vis-a-vis succunlbod ruefulii
to moral suasion and gave up his. Wbon the girls
with smiling thanks, were seited, the Southemei
wiukfd merrily at her frierul and said:.

"If you Nawthin gyuls understood managing ya!
men they'd behave bettah. The iron hand in the vel
vet clove; that's a South'en woman's fo'te."
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I mean here to speak of only a few of the physical t0 1

phases of pure nerve of which the West has been pro- trif
llfle. of

The nerve which shines forth lu a deadly crisis tte

of cracking revolvers or flashing knives is neither the
only nor the highest kind, but it is a noble and an ad- sPr
niirable quality even when misapplied, and when wo ro^
shall cease to admire and respect It the human race in8
will have very little left whereof to be proud.

AVe shall have come to a sorry pass when our blood our

shall fall to tingle to such a deed as that of Mrs. Kel
Custer's brave sergeant. He had arrested a deserter P01
of desperate character and took him in to a little jje
town in Nebraska. While they wero eating din- "

ner the desperado picked up a can of pepper, dashed
the contents in the Sergeant's face and started for the pr
door. The blinded officer, even in the inconceivable wli
anguish of the moment, thought only of his orders to the

brina in the prisoner alive or dead, and, listening l'or
the footsteps of the fugitive, fired to the sound and "

dropped his man!
tue

As striking an example of "pure nerve came under g]a
my own observation two years ago. pul

SAMPLE NEHVE.
insValencia county, New Mexico, had been disgraced

by a long series of cowardly and awful assassinations pol
done by one young Mexican desperado and bis peons,
a series which culminated on the 14th of February in
my own receipt of a leaden valentine ill the shape of fov
two loads of midnight buckshot. The question ®Vf

whether these Influential murderers should be punished an(

q had entered into local politics and) the campaign was goi
a very exciting one. At some of the precincts the ofl
judges of election and the voterd were aliko armed

>> with Winchesters and 6ix shooters. "

(j Among those that were active in the movement to &c.
overthrow the evil men who had for years exercised a Te:

s relgu of terror over ''Bloody Valencia" was gentle, En,
s generous Dumas Provencher, one of the pioneers of the fini
s Territory, and he was one of the dozen of us whom the Fr<

assassins had marked for death. "

2 Shortly after midnight of election day the ballots tai
of that precinct were still being counted by a flick- rol

3 ering lamp in a long, low room in the plaza of San vt i

3 Rafael, and poor Provencher was there. He had "

just received news of a plot to kill the judges and 'th
seize the ballots at three precincts and leanedi over kil
to the United States deputy marshal, Martin (iallegos,to whisper a warning. Gallegos was hardly more pai
than a boy.a common, illiterate Mexican youth, at

D whosp awkwardness and ignorance most of us would is i
turn up our noses. But that he had in him the stuff
of men ho showed by the most gallant act I ever saw. wb

n At that very instant there were six hired murderers a s

j. crouching at the open window, and while Provencher sta
'

was yet speaking one of thorn thrust in his old Spring- arc
' field and fired. The great half inch ball struck ProF.veucher in the aorta and from that chief life foun- fro

tain the blood leaped out in a tall, broad arch. The sul
g stricken man gave one low cry and tell dead against 'it
n Gallegos, whoss face and body were drowned in the "

i. spurtiug deluge. The click o? another rifle came from °f
MMiuuvn. Dl/ill mi- living WW^WLB XH

g that lighted room for the marksmen secure in the for
r darkness without.

SHOOTING TO SAVE LIFB.
To shoot at the assas?ins was vain.they were in- mo

e visible, and could kill every man In the room before
one could lift a finger against them. There waa but
on thing to be done.to put out the betraying lamp. drt

e But that was tlilrty feet away, and before the nearest ter
a man could reach three steps toward it all would be P01
l corpses. How long it seems, now that I come to tell
t, about it.how long it seemed then! But from the tra
i- tound of the shot that slew Provencher to the ring

''

of another that left the room In darkness and the oc- Col
i, cupants in safety was really less than two seconds. m®
a One could scarce discharge two chambers of a double
a action revolver more closely together than those two the

reports came.the crash of the assassin's rifle and the *or
s* lighter crack of heroic Gallegos' six shooter.
s The young Mexican, absolutely taken by surprise as

"

t he was, had not even turned to look toward the win- ®

dow, had not even shrunk from the poor clay that was 3011
spurting its ghastly flood in his face and, blinding and 'ia"

choking him, but snatching the heavy revolver from wa

his belt had shot the lamp out-all In one swift, indistinguishablemotion and without apparent aim! J*'1'Pure nerve that in one second saved six lives. The *ni

baffled assassins fled, and the storm of public wrath sa<1
e aroused by their dead put a temporary check upon their
, murderous employers. 11

An equally remarkable display of pure nerve was J n
g the exploit of General Edward Bouton In a lonely PaI
Y pass in Soutliern California in 1879. A quiet, gon- "

n tie voiced, mild mannered man, one would hardly susrpect In him the reckless dftring which won him dis- "01

I tlnctlon in some of the most desperate engagements of cor

p the civil war. It was he of whom General Sheridan
3 said in my hearing:^. f*Ie,

"Ho was the most daring brigadier we had in the bac

g West."
(i

i The terrific artillery duel between General Bouton's
1 Chicago battery and two rebel batteries at Shiloh, and c icl

p the desperate three hours at Guntown, Miss., when my|
1 ho and his brigade stood off the savage charges of
j, nearly ten times as largo a force with a. loss of J®"
i nearly two-thirds their number, will be remembered '

3 .among the most gallant achievements of the great
r war.

r Aiiu iic courage wmcn noes not depend upon tho
inspiration of conflict and of numbers is also his. *

THREE KILLED IS TWO SECONDS. flaC

In July, 1879, he had occasion to visit his great ®nc

sheep ranch in the wild San Gorgonio Pass, California. *r.°
Tho country was then infested with notorious Mex- ,,

lean and American bandits, and travellers went al-
ways armed. General Bouton and his partner were '

driving along the moonlit forest road when three ((

masked men sprang suddenly from the bushes and
thrust in their faces a double barrelled shotgun and j0^*two six shooters, at the same time seizing the horses.
It was understood that tho General was carrying
$1.8,000 to buy a flock of nine thousand sheep, and '' *

this tho highwaymen were after.
They made the travellers dismount and fastened 8

,,

their hands behind them with chains, closing the
links with a pair of pincers. Another chain was sim- 'n c

ilarly fastened about General Bouton'g neck, and one Alu

of the desperadoes, a cocked revolver in hand, led °P']
him along by this, while the other two held shotgun
and revolver ready to shoot at the slightest resistance HA
fro'n the prisoners.

So the strange procession started off.tho highway- THI
men desiring to march their prisoners away from the
road to some secluded spot where their bodies could
be safely concealed.

Their intention to rob and then murder.fully establishedby later developments.was perfectly under- mel
stood by the captives, and the General decided that if ami
he must die he would "die trying." cugAs they trod the lonely path in silence he felt along
the chain which secured his wrists.with utmost cau- t^le
tion lest the bandit behind with a cocked shotgun dri(
should perceive his intent. Slowly and noiselessly the:
he groped till he found a link which was not perfectly A
closed, and putting all his strength into a supreme ef- pen
fort.but a guarded one.he wrenched the link still nee
wider open and managed to unhook It. Pot

Without changing the position of his hands percep- T
tibly, he began to draw his right cautiously up toward to
his hip pocket. Just an it rested on the "grip" of fro:
the small revolver concealed there the highwayman tur
behind saw what he was at and with a shout threw Pot
the shotgun to his shoulder. But before he could' pull Pov
the trigger Bouton had snatched out Ills pistol, T

j wheeled about and shot him down. The desperado spe
who was leading Bouton by the chain whirled around sua
with his six shooter at a level, but too late.a ball bill
from tho General's revolver dropped him dead. The the
mini i-ouuer mace an equally vji 111 attempt to shoot fro:
the audacious prisoner, and In turn whs laid low by "

a the same unfaltering aim. It was lightning work sen
ami adamantine Annuel.throe shots In half as many oth
seconds, and every shot a "counter." That was aga

s pure nerve, too. T
1 one mas routs twent1". "

One of the minor events in a long life crowded jus'
with great heroisms furnishes an example of a differ- tliii
ent kind. He who figured in it was Don Manuel thu:

j Chaves, the matchless New Mexican rifle shot and H
Indian fighter. dec

In 1864 news came to his lonely ranch nt Ix>s Ojue- for
os that a hand of twenty Apaches had swooped down mai
upon the Itio Grande and stolen two hundred head of

t horses and mules, with which they were fleeing towiard the Manzano Mountains. A force of settlers
i were in pursuit, but the Indians had ii long start and (il
3 were well armed and mounted. Should: they once

"

reach the Sierra further pursuit, would be simply sul- stre
" cidal. Hidden behind rooks and trees they could pick Bj,aoff their pursuers with ab'-ofnte safety to themselves.

There was no other man in the house save his dy,ing son-in-law; but without a moment's hesitation wh<
, Don Manuel saddled his swift pet mare, and with his "

5 deadly rule across tne sarUl'e lxnv galloped off alone to tea
> meet n score of tlie most fearful of all savage wflni- turi

o>-s. Riding Southward to the fop of a wooded ridgo,
r he soon saw the Apaches coming directly toward him. Wal

When they were near him he charged boldly out at
I them, signalling behind him as If to a force hidden

in the timber. The Indians, unable to fathom his
1 audacity, and supi>osing that of course he had a strong

force at his back, so that they were In danger of being
caught between two fires, scattered like quail into Fi

1 the mountains, leaving the stolen animals to be ro- n
t captured by the pursuing Mexicans who were close

behind. cl?e
p In returning homo from ti\is adventure.wherein his W'1

nerve had saved $10,000 worth of mules to his friend *1

i Don Cristobal Armijo.Don Manuel's mare stepped atIntoa prairie dog hole and fell upon him, crashing L
his leg frightfully. He was three months In bed. wit

1

ultimately recovered full use of the leg, and the
rage and coolness which had no long tuUtlnguiSbetl
1 still uiade him a terror to the hostile tribes of
Southwest for ruore than a decade longer.

CHARLES F. LUMMX3.

HELD UP BY DRUMMERS.

W A PARTY OF KNIGHTS OF THE GRIPSACK

JOAXED AN ENGLISHMAN IN AN Al'.EASSAS
RAIN.
Did I ever tell yon of a game *e put up on a

en Englishman on tho run between Memphis
1 Little Rock, a few years ago?" said a commerLtraveller, in speaking to a number of bis fel*
s in the cafe of the Hoffman House recently.
So, you never did," "Fire away," "Let her go,"
, were a few of this remarks that followed the
sry.
Well, you can call time on me if it is a chestt,"responded the first speaker, and then catchthethread of his story he continued:.
It's five years ago, I guess. There were a half a

:en or more of us corralled at the old Peabody
use in Memphis waiting for a chance to get over

Little Rock, with the idoa of continuing our

i to Dallas, Fort Worth and San Antone. Spring
the year, you know, and the floods had raised
deuce with the tracks.
You know th6 road as well as I do.a lake in tha
ing and a sandy desert iu the summer, poor
ling stock at all timos, and a fair chance of beholdup by a road agent thrown in for variety.
Well, we started, and bad the Pullman almost to
selvos. Besides our party was a thoroughbred
itucky Colonel and his wife and a newly imtedEnglishman. The Oolonel had a good botofwhiskey; the Englishman a supercilious air.
wore an eyeglass, too.
Before the train had crossed the river the boys
I possession of tbe smoking compartment and
1 settled down for a good talk and smoke,
isently the Colonel joined us. His bottle of
iskey waB soon circulating, and we warmed to
man instinctively. He was a ',iim dandy,' with
Lind of stories and a great big, de«p laugh that
de a man's heart warm to hear."
After an hour or so the Englishman strolled in.
fixed his glass and scanned us all carefully;
u he relaxed the muscle3 of his face and the
ss fell from his eye. He loaded a pipe, litit, and
led away like a chimney.
'Come, take a drink,' said the Colonel, address:him.
No; I'm obliged to you,' replied the Briton,

itely enough. His objections amounted to
;hmg, however, and soon gave way under tha
lonel's persuasions.
He entered Into the conversation gradually,
ind fault with the country, the cooking ami
irything else. He had justice on his side, too,
many things h» said about Southern hotel life
1 traveling during the spring rains. He was
ng to Texas to look at a ranch that ho thought
guying.

TOLD HORRIBLE T>, LES.
'Gradually we began speaking of train robberm.

Rube Burrows had just held up a train in
<as and killed a man or two while doing it. The
glishman became intensely interested, and we,
rl In rr ViiiY» ^vndiilnnc hflrran t.n nila on t.h a

Dm truth we began to give Action.
'It is about ten miles from here, at a water

ik, that Jesse James' gang killed three men and
>bed a train of $60,000,' eaid the Colonei. 'This
y train, too,' he added.
'Do you mean to say, sir,' Baid the Englishman,

at the country is infested with desperadoes who
and rob at pleasure V

"That's about the size of it,' Baid one of the
"ty.
'Great heavens!' said the Briton. 'And tholaw,
t powerless?'
"The law, my friend,' replied the Colonel, 'does
at it can when the officials are honest. There in
trong suspicion,' he added, 'that in many indicesthe officials themselves are the robbers, or
at least in league with them.'
"Should they rob me 1 would seek protection
m the British Consul. The Queen protects her
jjects the world over,' interjected the Briton,
would be made an international matter.'
'We have better protection than that,' said one
the party, drawing out a revolver.
'Yes, indeed,' remarked the Colonel, drawing
th a huge Kentucky 'gun' of about .44 calibre,
ich he deposited on the seat beside him.
-We are nearing that water tank now,' he added a
ment later; 'it's a ticklish place. Are you armed,
rs^
rinn nf tliA nn.rtv throw lln p. winrlnw *.nrt

twins » dirk previously borrowed from the porofthe car, jabbed it into the woodwork to sup
tthe sash and looked out.

'If I should kill a man here,' said the English
veller, 'what would be done with mef
'It's all riaht if you're a military man,' said the
onel. 'I'll give you a commission in my regintthis moment."
'But would it not militate against my fealty to
Queen?' asked the man, now thoroughly torizedby the conversation and the exhibition of

>arms.
'Yes, indeed, it would,' replied the Kentuckian'.
u become an American citizen the moment you
u our service. If you went to England we'd
re you back or our old Governor would declare
r on the Queen.'
'We are drawing up to the tank,' said the chap
h his head out of the window, as he drew his
ife out of the frame and closed the sash and
ik back into his seat.
'It is a critical moment,' said the Colonel, rising,
aust protect my wife in case of an attack. The
glishman was trembling with excitement. The
ty entered the body of the car and prepared for
imaginary assault.
As the train stopped one inan left the car. He
rowed a number of train torpedoes from the
tductor, who was in the secret, and after placing
m on the triick in front of every wheel of the
eper, returned with the announcemtnt that he
1 seen a fellow skulking in the brush.

FIRING THE MINK.
The whistle sounded, the train drew out. As it
so the torpedoes exploded like a fusillade of
sketry.
me j^ngnsnman ie»i 10 uih Knees wnn an ejacuonabout barbarous Americans and bandits,
j rest of the party feigned excitement and the
onel's wife uttered a cry of horror, under whicu
could detect the tone of mirth.
'We had a close cttU that time, gentlemen,' said
train conductor, ent&ring the car. 'The porter

I a close shave of it. I.fe^had a hand to hand
ounter with one of the mfijans, who he fluj^
m the car platform. He got a pfetpl ball thro^g^N
hat.'
Yes, boss,' said the darky. 'See dat?' He

1 out an old slouch travelling hat through which
had torn a hole.
I believe you've saved my life, you noble fel,'remarked the Englishman. '1 will reward you
he morning.'
Ho gave the boy $10 in the morning, the worth
lis ll'e, while we paid the same individual a
ible fee for the part he had played in the
10.
It was perhaps a cruel hoax," said the speaker
onclusion, "but the man was so ignorant o'l
erica and so arrogant that it seemed a glorious
ortunity to have a little fun with him."

D TRAVELLED WITH A MAGICIAN.
5 MAN FEOM POUSHKEEP3IE KNEW WHKN

HE'D BEACHi'D THE IIMIT.
sming across on the Aurania with mo last sum
were a number of Intensely convivial spirits,
)ng whom were several ladios. Acoording to
torn, as the steamer approached Sandy Hook,
steward made up his bill for drinks and sun3Sand presented the several accounts to whom
y belonged.
genial old party from Chicago offered to match
mes with a man from Poughkeepeie lu order to
who should pay for the cigars. The man from
iglikeepsie won.
hen a New Yorker became interested and offered
match the victor for his wine bill. Xh« mau
m Pouglikeepsie again won. Then all of us in
n matched him for sundries, and the man from
iglikeepsie still won. In fact, the man frurn
lghkeepsie won everything.
he last to match him was a somewhat giddy
cimen of young womanhood of the blonde persion,who hailed from Detroit. She had a wine
to pay, and again the pounies were flipped with
usual result. For the fourteenth time the man
m Poughkeepsie was proclaimed the victor.
Oh, Mr. S " petulantly oxclaimed the repretativefrom Detroit, "you ought to give me ancrchance. I'm sure you couldn't beat me
in."
he man from lip the Hudson smiied gravely.
Madame," he said, "I promised a dying brother
t before I sailod never to best anybody at anyigfrom seven up to matching pennio3 more
n fourteen times."
e then politely turned on his heel and went on
k. "I didn't travel one season with Herrmann
nothing," he afterward obsorved as he had
le his linal adieu.

INVES, IN PLOUGH-HARES.

rhey tell mo a man can mako money in Wall
>et," said a farmer to a broker, recently. "What
res would you advise me to invest in?"
Do you own farm property?" replied the broker,
> had been pinched in the money panic.
I'es. i own. freo and clear, 20,»:jo acres of the
t farm land in lotvo," answered the agriculSt.
Well, then, take a friend's acvioe," said the
1 street man. "Invest in ploughshares."

HOW HE LOST A CLIENT.

iwyer.I made a mortal enemy of a man to-day.
riend.How bo?
a,wyer.Why, I merely asked a prospective
nt to express his opinion aboui a coriain affair
bout hesitation.
riend.There was nothing in that to take offence

awyer.No, not if the man had not been afflicted
h an impediment of speech.
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